Village of Herkimer
Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees
Monday, October 19, 2026 Minutes
6:00 P.M. in Municipal Hall

6:00 P.M. the Meeting was called to order by Mayor Jory and roll call was taken

PRESENT: Mayor Mike Jory Deputy Mayor Howard Quick
Trustee Mark Ainsworth Trustee Miriam Curry
Trustee Erin Kelley Attorney Joseph Macri

Department Heads Present: Treasurer/Deputy Clerk Paula Dygert, Police Chief Richard
Bowman, Fire Chief Mike Spisak, DPW Superintendent Justin Cristman, Water Superintendent
Matt Spisak, Codes Enforcement Officer Steve Gay, Village Clerk JoAnn Duga.

Public Present: 16 (4 were Herkimer High School Seniors).
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Mike Jory.

A motion was made by Trustee Ainsworth seconded by Deputy Mayor Quick all in favor to
move into Executive Session @ 6:02 PM to discuss 3A., 7A., 7C., 8B.

1. EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by Trustee Curry seconded by Trustee Ainsworth, all in favor to exit the
Executive Session at 6:44PM.

Mayor Jory recognized the four Herkimer High School seniors who were in attendance and
asked them to stand, say their name and their reason for attending which they did.

At this time Mayor Jory opened the Public Meeting.
2. PUBLIC MEETING

Jeff Ball of First Ave., Herkimer — Mr. Ball spoke about the home at 117 First Ave. (a dead-
end street with several homes belonging to long-time residents) that was recently purchased by
an out-of-town investor. This new homeowner let five families including children live there
which included a registered sex offender. The sex offender has since been removed due to
complaints. Mr. Ball stated that each family does not have their own bathroom, kitchen areas and
with housing subsidies this is not allowed each family must have their own private areas. Mr.
Ball would like to see a moratorium against out-of-town investors. Mr. Ball stated that he
believes that rent is being provided by RCIL and/or RISE.

Response from Attorney Macri: a moratorium would be difficult, suggested instead work
through Codes and Local Law.

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Quick seconded by Trustee Kelley and all in favor to
close the Public Hearing session at 6:57 pm.

3. PERSONNEL

3A. Appointment of Heather Bannister to Deputy Clerk and Deputy Treasurer.

A motion was made by Trustee Curry seconded by Deputy Mayor Quick all in favor to approve
the appointment of Heather Bannister as Deputy Clerk and Deputy Treasurer at a yearly stipend
of $2,500.00. ‘

4. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS

4A. Catholic Charities — Lawn Sign Request signifying Domestic Violence Month.

Mayor Jory has been in contact with Mary Spenfelner and she is aware of the current village
laws regarding lawn signs. This request is allowed as long as all village laws are adhered to.

5. RESOLUTIONS AND LOCAL LAWS

5A. Resolution #27-11 Treasurer to increase 2026-2027 General Fund Budget $6,016.49
for funds received from the FEMA Fire Grant this money is reimbursed from the
grant when submitted.

A motion was made by Trustee Ainsworth seconded by Trustee Curry all in favor to approve
Resolution #27-11.

5B. Local Law #3 of 2026 Temporary 6-month Moratorium on Convenience Stores
or Smoke Shops.
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