
The rapid rise in the population during the period of 1900-1920 was-primarily the _.
. ,.

result of the considerable in-migration from other countries, particularly those
- '.~ .

in the Mediterranean area. This migration was cut drastically in the eady 1.929's:~.·,

and the result on population growth is clearly seen. From this time on, and

especially because of the depressed economic conditions, out-migration became

the controlling factor. This is particularly evident in Little Falls where the pop-

ulation has continued to decrease from its peak in 1920 and is now considerably

below its 1900 figure. In 1970 for the second time during the 70-year period,

both Ilion and Herkimer have larger populations than Little Falls; in 1970 this

changed •. Joday,. the suburbs .are .the fastest growi ng with Fronkfort still leading

among municipalities, probably due for the most part to the industrial activity in

that community. Mohawk, Ilion, Little Falls and Herkimer have decreased.

Whiie the census figures cited above indicate a static condition within the ViI-

.Iage of Herkimer, indications can be seen in the recent activity of housing

construction that this is not completely true. It would seem that .the decline

noted between 1940 and 1950 probably continued unti I about 1955 when the

trend was reversed and, by 1960 this increase had brought the population count

to the 1950 level. This would be still a relatively small degree of activity.

The Village

A more valid indication of actual growth in the Herkimer area is available when

the growth of the Village is considered. Political boundaries often tend to

obscure the actual conditions, and as previously pointed out, the population with-

in the five municipalities of the area disregards political boundary lines when
. .

concerned with shopping, working or living. The same also applies to the bound-
. .

ary line of the Village of Herkimer with respect to the immediat~ Herkimer area.

Growth will generally follow' the line of least resistance and will occur where

land is available for development. This urbanization will often take place out-

side of political boundaries, especially along major highways, where as in Her-

kimer, little buildable land is available inside the limits of the municlpallty ,
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As indicated by the comparison of the 1950 and 1960 Census reports, the populo- '.

tion of the Village of Herkimer changed from 9,400 to 9,396, a loss of four

people. The comparison of the 1960 and 1970 Census reports showed a chonqe: .~.'

of 117 less people. Likely there was a decrease in farm population because of

continued mechanization and the reduction of the number of farms, however this

decrease appears to have been offset by the increase of rural non-farm population.

Age Groups

The composition of the population by age groups of the Village of Herkimer accord-

ing to U. S. Bureau of the Census Reports for the years 1940, 1950, 196'0 and 1970,

shown on the accompanying graphs, indicate considerable changes during this

period. The most striking change continues to involve the age groups between the

years 10 - 24. These groups include a large proportion of young adults of fami Iy

forming and child bearing ages. When combined with the loss indicated in the

40 - 49 age groups, it appears that the Village lost a considerable number of newly

formed families and younger single people entering the labor force as well as a

number of mature families with older children. When compared with the level of

economic activity at that time, it would appear reasonable that much of this out-

migration occurred for the purpose of finding employment.

In most other respects, the composition changes appear to be normal for the size

and age of the community. For example, the generally high birth rate at the end

. of World War II would increase the number of children in the 0 -4 year group.

The older age groups from 50 and above gained in numbers, a trend seen through-

out the country as medical science extends the average life span.

The age composition in the Village in 1970 has continued to remain about the same

though with certain modifications. In the 0 - 14 age groups, the numbers have

increased somewhat due to the higher birth rate after the War, though little change

is seen in the age group from 15 - 19. This group would normally show-en increase,

however it wou Id appear that duri ng the past ten years the greatest growth of young

families has occurred in peripheral areas rather than in the Villose.
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Forecast

...
From the foregoing analysis of past growth trends and factors influencing this -: -.~_ ;;.

growth, including the projected development of the economic base of the District,

the following conclusions have been reached:

• The population within the present boundary limits of

the Village wi II increase by only a small number due

to the lack of available land for residential develop-

ment. The expected increase wi II range from 0 - 100
persons by 1980. If the .limits of the Village are

, -
changed to include more of the Urban Area population,

this increase should be added to the above figures and

subtracted from the population of the Urban Area out-

side of the Village.

The population for the study area will then range according to the following

table and as shown on the graph, "Population 1900 -1980."

1970 1980 1990
Area 1960 Low High Low High Low High

Village 9,396 9,400 9,500 9,400 9,600 9,500 9,700
Urban Area Out-
side Vi lIage 1,361 1,702 1,902 2,057 2,486 2,205 2,650
Total Urban Area 10,757 11,102 11,402 11,457 12,086 11,705 12,350
Rural Area 811 830 850 860 900 860 920
Total (Town and Village) 11,568 11,932 12,252 12,317 12,986 12,565 13,270

A Herkimer-Oneida Counties Comprehensive Report in 1969 projecting the

growth of political subdivisions in Herkimer and Oneida Counties, notes:
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Area 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990

Herkimer 9,384
2,362

* 9,461
3,266

9,499
3,869

9,533
4,505

9,57.1
5, 171Balance 2,709

Over the 1965-90 period, it projects a 2% change for the Village compared to

a 118.9% for the balance. East Herkimer has a growing population that contrib-

utes to the size of the balance.

Economic Characteristics

Introduction

The Economic Characteristics form the economic foundation of the Village of

Herkimer and determine the future potentials for industry, retail and Wholesale

Commerce and Agriculture in order to establish a sound basis for the planning of

future development. Before any detailed discussion of the Village is undertaken,

it is desirable to survey the entire area in which they are located so as to place

them along with the other nearby communities of Herkimer County in proper per-

spective.

The Area

.-

The Mohawk Valley area, as delineated by the New York St te Department of

Commerce; 'is the economic region in which the Village of erkimer are located,

and includes the five counties of Hamilton, Fulton, Montgo ery, Herkimer and

Oneida. As far as the economic activities are concerned, t e northern areas of

Herkimer and Fulton Counties and all of Hamilton County or of relatively minor

importance, primarily because of the very small population if this mountainous

area. Much of this area is within the Forest Preserve and th few permanent resi-

dents depend upon the resort trade and lumber industry.

The central City of the area is the City of Utica, which is the main concentration

*See Appendix for source -34-



of industry, wholesale and retail commerce and infra-structu e services for the

economic region. Some influence is also felt from the Alban -Troy-Schenectady

area in the eastern portion of the Mohawk Valley since Utic is near the Western

boundary of the region. For the purposes of this study this influence is not consid-

ered important as far as any effect upon the Village of Herkimer is concerned.

Manufacture

Manufacturing is still by far the most important factor in the overall economic pic-

ture resulting from the fact that the Mohawk Valley area is one of the most highly

industrialized areas in the State. In 1970, 41.6 percent of the employed persons

in Herkimer were in manufacturing industry. According to late reports, it has only

sl ightly decreased.

Most of the manufacturing activity has been in the area of non-durable goods and

consequently has suffered the seasonal fluctuations and other difficulties inherent

in this group. Increase in manufacturing in the electronics field has lessened.

The controversy concerning the Rome Air Base Material Area and the results were

an example of the vulnerability to over-dependence on a particular purchaser. The

Mohawk Valley Economic Development District probably was. borne out of the need

for regional efforts. Such cooperation will result in reachin the development po-

tentials of the area with each community assisting the others


