
II BASEDATA ANALYSIS

The base map and data must be revised whenever possible to reflect those changes which

have occurred over the interim periods. It is recommended that the Village have up-to-

date base maps and data for future planning use on a five-year basis. These maps and data

should be revised to show changes as they occur in the future so that they will continue to
, ,

be of assistance to the Planning Board in their future deliberation.

Historic Characteristics

History is important as a background study as it can provide the reasons behind the settle-

ment of the area as an urban place as we II as the reasons for its growth and deve lopment

and continued existence as a place in which to live and work. Herkimer has a long and

proud history as one of the earl iest settlements west of the Hudson River , and before this

it was a part of the area occupied by the Mohawk Indians, a tribe of the five nations (later

six) known as the Iroquois Confederacy.

The first white settlement was started in 1723 on the site of the present Village of Herkimer,

then called German Flatts, by a group of Palatine Germans. The government encouraged

the settlement of this particular site as it would serve as an outpost directly in the path of

an attack in the Albany area, as such an attack would probably proceed through the Mohawk

Valley from hostile country to the west. In the event of an attack word could be dispatched

to the forces stationed in the Albany area and preparations made to repel the attack before

the action was carried to the more populous areas along the Hudson. The settlement was

sacrificed to this purpose when it was completely wiped out during the French and Indian

Wars of 1754-60. Rebuilding was started immediately following the hostilities.

In 1776 Fort Dayton was built on the north bank ci the Mohawk River, evidently on the small

rise where the County Court House now stands, to protect the residents in the settlement. A

similar fort, Fort Herkimer, was built on the lands of General Herkimer to protect the r~si-

dents on the south bank of the river as it was feared that, in the event of an attack, time

would not permit fording the river to Fort Dayton. The strategic location of the settlement

was to come to the forefront when for the second time it was burned, this time by Brant during
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his campaign against the American Colonies in 1778. Even though it was still being rebuilt

after the first burning, there were about 70 dwellings on both sides of the river, mostly on

the north bank, along with numerous mills, barns and other buildings. This action is viv-

idly portrayed by Walter D. Edmonds in Drums Along the Mohawk.

The Town of Herkimer was organized in 1788 and on April 6, 1807, the Village was char-

tered. According to Nathaniel S. Benton in A History of Herkimer County (J. Munsell,

Albany, New York, 1856) "This spot was for many years before and after the revolution

the most populous of any in this part of the country; the public buildings of the county

have always remained at the Village, and for several years it enjoyed a commercial pros-

perity unrivaled by any locality in the county. II Even though the opening of the Erie Canal

in the 1820's caused some loss to the general prosperity of the area, by 1830 the Village

contained some 120 dwellings together with stores, hotels, printing offices, a blacksmith

shop, distilleries, a tannery, a potashery and a cowbell factory.

Industrialization did not really get underway until the Herkimer Manufacturing and Hy-

draulic Company was incorporated in 1833, with a capital of $100,000, to rncke a dam

across the West Canada Creek to provide power for cotton, woolen, paper and flour man-

ufacture. Again in the words of Nathaniel Benton, liThe extensive water power of the West

Canada Creek, which had been long unimproved, was brought into use about the year 1835,

by a company of enterprising citizens of the town, and although the results of this experi-

ment may not have fully met the expectation of some of its most sanguine projectors, there

can be no doubt of the very beneficial effects to the village, by the construction and oper-

ation of mills and machinery and the use of the water power brought out by the company. II

In 1836 the Utica and Schenectady Railroad, later to become a part of the New York

Central System, was extended to Herkimer, providing a rapid means of travel in compar-

ison to the Canal. The Canal, however, continued to be the primary means of moving

freight for many years and is still in use today. In 1886, when the manufacture of furniture

was begun,industry reached its greatest development in Herkimer.

Since that time, the Village has experienced generally steady growth both in population

and industrial development. As was the case in most upstate communities, Herkimer re-
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ceived a considerable boost in population in the early 1900's with the influx of migrants

from Europe. Large numbers of Italians, Poles and Russians made Herkimer their home,

most settling in the last remaining undeveloped land south of the railroad right-of-way.

The influence of this migration can be seen even today south of Route 5.

It is apparent that throughout its history, transportation has been the key to the growth

and development of the Herkimer area. This is as true today as it was in 1723, as evi-

denced by the construction of the Thruway, with the area interchange within the boundary

of the Village. While modern methods of transportation make location a somewhat less

important consideration in commerce, it is still. one of the primary concerns of industry.

It would appear, therefore, that the desirable location with respect to transportation,

which was ~h~ underlying factor in the development of the area as a center of agriculture,

dairying, industry and commerce, can continue to be of primary importance in the future.

It is, therefore, expected that the Herkimer area may continue to show a slow but sound,

steady growth over the coming years if positive actions are taken to promote the area com-

parably to other regions of the state and other states.

Geographic Characteristics

Climate

The Village of Herkimer, located in the central region of New York State, has

a temperate climate without great extremes of heat or cold. Summers are mod- .

erate with a mean temperature which ranges from 20° in the winter months to

about 66° in the summer months. The growing season is about four months long

with moderate winds of about 4-8 mph and precipitation that ranges about four

inches per month. Winters are long, beginning with the month of November and

ending in May, leaving on an average of 70 inches of snow.

If alternate power sources are to be considered in the Village, it should be noted

that solar energy ro+esos fair-good for the valley. A possible solution would be

water power since there is a possibility of three different sources. First would be

the Mohawk River with a suitable drop in the elevation of the water level and
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an unrestricted water flow. The second would be the West Canada Creek which

has a suitable water elevation drop and a moderate water flow restriction, since

it is used by other Villages as a water source for drinking. The third would be

the Hydraulic Canal which was used once for a water power source, but has a

limitation because of the size of the canal. Also the canal would need to be

repaired and maintained since it runs through the Village.

,-,

Appendices A & B provide additional data on Climate as extrapolated from rec-

ords on file in Syracuse, Little Falls and Herkimer.

Topography

The Village of Herkimer and its area are in what may be described as a very hilly

lowland belt traversed by the narrow, rather deeply cut valley of the Mohawk

River. The floor of this valley is generally at an elevation of approximately 400

feet above sea level with a rise to about 500 feet along the bluff delineating the

valley floor; This bluff is quite close to the river in some sections though nearly

two miles from' the river at the Village itself. Consequently a considerable plain

exists there and this provided an excellent site for the original settlement. North

of the bluff and tothe east of the West Canada Creek, the land is rolling and

reaches an elevation of 800 to 900 feet with a maximum of over 1,000 feet inside

of the Town boundaries. On the west side of the Creek, however, the topog-

raphy is much more hilly with elevations some 200 to 300 feet higher than the

eastern portion of the town. Further to the north of the Village, above Kast

Bridge, the maximum elevation is over 1,600 feet above sea level.

While the entire area was once a plain, considerable erosion has changed the

plain into a very hilly area so that little evidence other than the relative accord-

ance of the hilltops remains. The land form is now characterized by many streams

and, drainage ways in sharp-edged gullies and generally steep slopes. The only

really extensive plain areas are flood plainsalong the West Canada Creek and

the Mohawk River, with the alluvial fan from the West Canada Creek the larg-

est such deposit. This is the present location of the Village of Herkimer and
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before urbanization, the land was excellent farm land and one of the primary

reasons the site was chosen for the fj rst settlement. There is much natura I

beauty in the landscape, but such a land form is difficult to farm by machin-

ery, except where the land is only gently roll ing, as in the areas outside of

the Village just north of East Herkimer.

Soils

Many varieties of soils are found in the Herkimer area; 1 four types are of

particular importance due to the quantities and locations involved. They

are:

Mohawk Silt Loam

This is found generally throughout the Town on both sides of

the West Canada Creek on higher level hill land. On the

west side of the Creek this soil is usually bordered by steep,

broken land. Surface drainage is good. The soil maybe eas-

ily cultivated and if well managed is quite productive of corn,

oats and hay. Much of this land in the Town is devoted to pas-

turage and is exce Ilent for the purpose.

Allis Silt Loam

This is found in moderate quantities in the Town, particularly

near Beacon Liqht Corners on high land. This soil is also well

suited for pasture. Surface drainage is good or even excessive.

Internal drclncqe is retarded because of the compact, impervi-

ous subsoil. The principal crops are hay, oats and some corn,

primarily for silcge ,

lU.S. Department of Agriculture, Soil Survey -- Herkimer County Area (Washington:
U. S. Department of Agriculture, 1929).
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Yields are generally somewhat lower than for the Mohawk Silt

Loam.

Otisville Fine Sandy Loom

This is found in the eastern portion of the Town generally to the

north of East Herkimer .' This soil is best suited for vegetables

though reasonably productive for hay and silage. Due to the

sand and gravel in the subsoil the soil is well drained and in

dry seasons excessively well drained. Generally excellent for

intensive farming.

Palmyra Gravelly Loam

This is found throughout the Town but particularly along streams.

Nearly all of the bottom lands along the West Canada Creek and

the Mohawk River, including the site of the Village of Herkimer,

are of this category. Surface and internal drainage is good. This

soil is considered to be one of the best in the area for farming,

especially for truck crops.

In addition to these four major soil types, three other categories are of importance

but rather than classified by composition of the soil they are classified by condi-

tion. These are steep, broken land, poorly drained meadowland and rough, stony

land. More than 20 percent of the southern half of Herkimer County is thus class-

ified and considerable amount of this classification is in the area around the

Village of Herkimer, particularly on the west side of the Creek.

It should be noted that the portion of the area east of West Canada Creek is par-

ticularly well suited for intensive cultivation, both in terms of soils present as

well as general topography. On the west of the Creek, however, the land is very

steep and <;I large portion is unsuited to the use of machines. This land can best

be ut iIized as pasturage.
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